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Swimming pools should always be happy places.  
Unfortunately, each year thousands of American 
families confront swimming pool tragedies—
drownings and near-drownings of young children.  
These tragedies are preventable. This U.S. Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) hand-
book offers guidelines for pool barriers that can 
help prevent most submersion incidents involving 
young children.  This handbook is designed for use 
by owners, purchasers, and builders of residential 
pools, spas, and hot tubs.  The swimming pool 
barrier guidelines are not a CPSC standard and 
are not mandatory requirements. Therefore, the 
Commission does not endorse these guidelines 
as the sole method to minimize pool drowning of 
young children. The Commission believes, howev-
er, that the safety features recommended in this 
handbook will help make pools safer.  Publication 
of this handbook is expected to promote pool 
safety awareness among owners, purchasers and 
builders of swimming pools.  Some localities have 
incorporated the guidelines in this handbook into 
their building codes. Check with your local author-
ities to see whether these guidelines are included 
in your area’s building code or in other regulations.

Why the Swimming Pool Guidelines  
Were Developed 
Each year, hundreds of young children die and 
thousands come close to death due to submersion 
in residential swimming pools. CPSC has estimated 
that each year about 300 children under 5 years 
old drown in swimming pools. The Commission 
estimates hospital emergency room treatment 
is required for more than 2,000 children under 5 
years of age who were submerged in residential 
pools.   CPSC did an extensive study of swimming 
pool accidents, both fatal drowning and near-fatal 
submersions, in California, Arizona and Florida, 
states in which home swimming pools are very 
popular and in use during much of the year. The 
findings from that study led Commission staff to 
develop the guidelines in this handbook.

• In California, Arizona and Florida, drowning 
was the leading cause of accidental death in 
and around the home for children under the 
age of 5 years.

• 75 percent of the children involved in swim-
ming pool submersion or drowning accidents 
were between 1 and 3 years old.

• Boys between 1 and 3 years old were the most 
likely victims of fatal drowning and near-fatal 
submersions in residential swimming pools.

• Most of the victims were being supervised by 
one or both parents when the swimming pool 
accident occurred.

• Nearly half of the child victims were last seen 
in the house before the pool accident oc-
curred. In addition, 23 percent of the accident 
victims were last seen on the porch or patio, or 
in the yard.

• This means that fully 69 percent of the chil-
dren who became victims in swimming pool 
accidents were not expected to be in or at the 
pool, but were found drowned or submerged 
in the water.

• 65 percent of the accidents occurred in a pool 
owned by the victim’s immediate family, and 
33 percent of the accidents occurred in pools 
owned by relatives or friends.

• Fewer than 2 percent of the pool accidents 
were a result of children trespassing on prop-
erty where they didn’t live or belong.

• 77 percent of the swimming pool accident vic-
tims had been missing for five minutes or less 
when they were found in the pool drowned or 
submerged.  The speed with which swimming 
pool drowning and submersions can occur is a 
special concern: by the time a child’s absence 
is noted, the child may have drowned. Anyone 
who has cared for a toddler knows how fast 
young children can move. Toddlers are inquis-
itive and impulsive and lack a realistic sense of 
danger. These behaviors, coupled with a child’s 
ability to move quickly and unpredictably make 
swimming pools particularly hazardous for 
households with young children.



Swimming pool drowning of young children have 
another particularly insidious feature: these 
are silent deaths. It is unlikely that splashing or 
screaming will occur to alert a parent or care-
giver that a child is in trouble. CPSC staff have 
reviewed a great deal of data on drowning and 
child behavior, as well as information on pool 
and pool barrier construction. The staff conclud-
ed that the best way to reduce child drowning in 
residential pools was for pool owners to con-
struct and maintain barriers that would prevent 
young children from gaining access to pools.  
However, there are no substitutes for diligent 
supervision.

The Swimming Pool Barrier Guidelines
This section explains the CPSC swimming pool 
barrier guidelines with illustrated descriptions 
of pool barriers. Definitions of terms used in the 
guidelines are provided on page 6.

The definition of pool includes spas and hot tubs; 
the swimming pool barrier guidelines therefore 
apply to these structures as well as to convention-
al swimming pools.

How to Prevent a Child from Getting OVER 
a Pool Barrier
A successful pool barrier prevents a child from 
getting OVER, UNDER, or THROUGH and keeps 
the child from gaining access to the pool except 
when supervising adults are present.

A young child can get over a pool barrier if the 
barrier is too low or if the barrier has handholds 
or footholds for a child to use when climbing.

The guidelines recommend that the top of a pool 
barrier be at least 48 inches above grade, mea-
sured on the side of the barrier which faces away 
from the swimming pool.

Guidelines recommend eliminating handholds 
and footholds and minimizing the size of openings 
in a barrier’s construction.

 
For a Solid Barrier:

No indentations or protrusions should be present, 
other than normal construction tolerances and 
masonry joints. For a Barrier (Fence) Made Up of 
Horizontal and Vertical Members:

If the distance between the tops of the horizontal 
members is less than 45 inches, the horizontal mem-
bers should be on the swimming pool side of the 
fence. The spacing of the vertical members should 
not exceed 1-3/4 inches. This size is based on the foot 
width of a young child and is intended to reduce the 
potential for a child to gain a foothold. If there are any 
decorative cutouts in the fence, the space within the 
cutouts should not exceed 1-3/4 inches. 



If the distance between the tops 
of the horizontal members is more 
than 45 inches, the horizontal 
members can be on the side of 
the fence facing away from the 
pool. The spacing between verti-
cal members should not exceed 4 
inches.  This size is based on the 
head breadth and chest depth of a 
young child and is intended to pre-
vent a child from passing through 
an opening. Again, if there are any 
decorative cutouts in the fence, the 
space within the cutouts should not 
exceed 1-3/4 inches. 

For a Chain Link Fence:  
The mesh size should not exceed 
1-1/4 inches square unless slats, 
fastened at the top or bottom of 
the fence, are used to reduce mesh 
openings to no more than 1-3/4 
inches. 

For a Fence Made Up of Diagonal 
Members (Latticework):

The maximum opening in the lat-
tice should not exceed1-3/4 inches. 

Aboveground pools should have 
barriers. The pool structure itself 
serves as a barrier or a barrier is 
mounted on top of the pool struc-
ture. Then, there are two possible 
ways to prevent young children 
from climbing up into an abo-
veground pool. The steps or ladder 
can be designed to be secured, 
locked or removed to prevent 
access, or the steps or ladder can 
be surrounded by a barrier such as 
those described above. 

How to Prevent a Child from Getting  
UNDER a Pool Barrier 
For any pool barrier, the maximum clearance at 
the bottom of the barrier should not exceed 4 
inches above grade, when the measurement is 
done on the side of the barrier facing away from 
the pool. 

Aboveground Pool with Barrier on  
Top of Pool:

If an aboveground pool has a barrier on the top 
of the pool, the maximum vertical clearance be-
tween the top of the pool and the bottom of the 
barrier should not exceed 4 inches.  

 



How to Prevent a Child from Getting 
Through a Pool Barrier
Preventing a child from getting through a pool bar-
rier can be done by restricting the sizes of openings 
in a barrier and by using self-closing and self-latch-
ing gates.  To prevent a young child from getting 
through a fence or other barrier, all openings should 
be small enough so that a 4-inch diameter sphere 
cannot pass through. This size is based on the head 
breadth and chest depth of a young child. 

Gates:   There are two kinds 
of gates which might be found 
on a residential property. 
Both can play a part in the 
design of a swimming pool 
barrier.

Pedestrian Gates:   These 
are the gates people walk 
through. Swimming pool bar-
riers should be equipped with 
a gate or gates which restrict 
access to the pool. A locking 
device should be included in 
the gate design.  Gates should 
open out from the pool and 
should be self closing and 
self-latching. If a gate is prop-
erly designed, even if the gate 
is not completely latched, a 
young child pushing on the 
gate in order to enter the pool 
area will at least close the 
gate and may actually engage 
the latch. 

When the release mechanism of the self-latching 
device is less than 54 inches from the bottom of the 
gate, the release mechanism for the gate should be 
at least 3 inches below the top of the gate on the 
side facing the pool.  Placing the release mechanism 
at this height prevents a young child from reaching 
over the top of a gate and releasing the latch.  

Also, the gate and barrier should have no opening 
greater than 1/2 inch within 18 inches of the latch re-
lease mechanism. This prevents a young child from 
reaching through the gate and releasing the latch.

All Other Gates (Vehicle Entrances, Etc.): Other 
gates should be equipped with self-latching devic-
es. The self-latching devices should be installed as 
described for pedestrian gates. 

When the House Wall Forms Part  
of the Pool Barrier: 
In many homes, doors open directly onto the pool 
area or onto a patio which leads to the pool. 

In such cases, the wall of the house is an important 
part of the pool barrier, and passage through any 
doors in the house wall should be controlled by 
security measures.  The importance of controlling 
a young child’s movement from house to pool is 
demonstrated by the statistics obtained during 
CPSC’s study of pool incidents in California, Arizona 
and Florida: almost half (46 percent) of the children 
who became victims of pool accidents were last 
seen in the house just before they were found in the 
pool.

All doors which give access to a swimming pool 
should be equipped with an audible alarm which 
sounds when the door and/or screen are opened. 
The alarm should sound for 30 seconds or more 
within 7 seconds after the door is opened. Alarms 
should meet the requirements of UL 2017 General –
Purpose Signaling Devices and Systems, Section 77. 

The alarm should be loud: at least 85 dBA (decibels) 
when measured 10 feet away from the alarm mech-
anism.  The alarm sound should be distinct from 
other sounds in the house, such as the telephone, 
doorbell and smoke alarm. 
The alarm should have an 
automatic reset feature.  
Because adults will want to 
pass through house doors 
in the pool barrier with-
out setting off the alarm, 
the alarm should have a 
switch that allows adults to 
temporarily deactivate the 
alarm for up to 15 seconds. 



The deactivation switch could be a touchpad (key-
pad) or a manual switch, and should be located 
at least 54 inches above the threshold of the door 
covered by the alarm. This height was selected 
based on the reaching ability of young children.  
Power safety covers can be installed on pools to 
serve as security barriers. Power safety covers 
should conform to the specifications in ASTM F 
1346-91. This standard specifies safety perfor-
mance requirements for pool covers to protect 
young children from drowning.  If you wish further 
information on this standard, contact ASTM, Inc., 
Philadelphia, Pa. (formerly the American Society 
for Testing & Materials), directly. Self-closing doors 
with self-latching devices could also be used to 
safeguard doors which give ready access to a 
swimming pool.

Indoor Pools:  When a pool is located complete-
ly within a house, the walls that surround the 
pool should be equipped to serve as pool safety 

barriers. Measures recommended above where a 
house wall serves as part of a safety barrier also 
apply for all the walls surrounding an indoor pool. 

Barriers for Residential Swimming Pool, 
Spas, and Hot Tubs
Application

The guidelines presented in this document are 
intended to provide a means of protection against 
potential drowning and near drowning to children 
under 5 years of age by restricting access to resi-
dential swimming pools, spas, and hot tubs.

Aboveground/on ground pool.  
See definition of swimming pool.

Barrier. A fence, a wall, a building wall or a com-
bination thereof which completely surrounds the 
swimming pool and obstructs access to the swim-
ming pool.

Hot tub. See definition of swimming pool.

In ground pool. See definition of swimming pool.

Residential. That which is situated on the premis-
es of a detached one- or two-family dwelling or a 
one-family townhouse not more than three stories 
in height.

Spa, nonportable. See definition of swimming 
pool.

Spa, portable. A non-permanent structure intend-
ed for recreational bathing, in which all controls, 
water- heating, and water-circulating equipment are 
an integral part of the product and which is cord 
connected (not permanently electrically wired).

Swimming pool. Any structure intended for 
swimming or recreational bathing that contains 
water over 24 inches deep. This includes in ground, 
aboveground, and on ground swimming pools, hot 
tubs, and spas.

Swimming pool, indoor. A swimming pool which is 
totally contained within a structure and surround-
ed on all four sides by walls of said structure.

Swimming pool, outdoor. Any swimming pool 
which is not an indoor pool. 



Guidelines Section I 
Outdoor Swimming Pool
An outdoor swimming pool, including an in ground, 
aboveground, or on ground pool, hot tub, or spa, 
should be provided with a barrier which complies 
with the following:

1. The top of the barrier should be at least 48 
inches above grade measured on the side of the 
barrier which faces away from the swimming 
pool. The maximum vertical clearance between 
grade and the bottom of the barrier should be 4 
inches measured on the side of the barrier which 
faces away from the swimming pool. Where the 
top of the pool structure is above grade, such 
as an aboveground pool, the barrier may be 
at ground level, such as the pool structure, or 
mounted on top of the pool structure. Where the 
barrier is mounted on top of the pool structure, 
the maximum vertical clearance between the 
top of the pool structure and the bottom of the 
barrier should be 4 inches.

2. Openings in the barrier should not allow pas-
sage of a 4-inch diameter sphere.

3. Solid barriers, which do not have openings, 
such as a masonry or stone wall, should not 
contain indentations or protrusions except for 
normal construction tolerances and tooled ma-
sonry joints.

4. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal 
and vertical members and the distance between 
the tops of the horizontal members is less than 
45 inches, the horizontal members should be 
located on the swimming pool side of the fence. 
Spacing between vertical members should not 
exceed 1-3/4 inches in width. Where there are 
decorative cutouts, spacing within the cutouts 
should not exceed 1-3/4 inches in width.

5. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal 
and vertical members and the distance between 
the tops of the horizontal members is 45 inch-
es or more, spacing between vertical members 
should not exceed 4 inches. Where there are 
decorative cutouts, spacing within the cutouts 
should not exceed 1-3/4 inches in width.

6. Maximum mesh size for chain link fences 
should not exceed 1-3/4 inch square unless the 
fence is provided with slats fastened at the top 
or the bottom which reduce the openings to no 
more than 1-3/4 inches.

7. Where the barrier is composed of diagonal 
members, such as a lattice fence, the maximum 
opening formed by the diagonal members 
should be no more than 1-3/4 inches.

8. Access gates to the pool should comply with 
Section I, Paragraphs 1 through 7, and should 
be equipped to accommodate a locking device. 
Pedestrian access gates should open outward, 
away from the pool, and should be self-closing 
and have a self latching device. Gates other than 
pedestrian access gates should have a self-latch-
ing device. Where the release mechanism of the 
self-latching device is located less than 54 inches 
from the bottom of the gate, (a) the release 
mechanism should be located on the pool side 
of the gate at least 3 inches below the top of the 
gate and (b) the gate and barrier should have no 
opening greater than 1/2 inch within 18 inches of 
the release mechanism.

9. Where a wall of a dwelling serves as part of 
the barrier, one of the following should apply:

(a) All doors with direct access to the pool 
through that wall should be equipped with 
an alarm which produces an audible warning 
when the door and its screen, if present, are 
opened. The alarm should sound continuously 
for a minimum of 30 seconds within 7 seconds 
after the door is opened. Alarms should meet 
the requirements of UL 2017 General-Purpose 
Signaling Devices and Systems, Section 77. The 
alarm should have a minimum sound pressure 
rating of 85 dBA at 10 feet and the sound of the 
alarm should be distinctive from other house-
hold sounds, such as smoke alarms, telephones, 
and door bells. The alarm should automatically 
reset under all conditions. The alarm should be 
equipped with manual means, such as touch-
pad’s or switches, to temporarily deactivate 
the alarm for a single opening of the door from 



either direction. Such deactivation should last 
for no more than 15 seconds. The deactivation 
touchpad’s or switches should be located at 
least 54 inches above the threshold of the door.

(b) The pool should be equipped with a power 
safety cover which complies with ASTM F1346-
91 listed below.

(c) Other means of protection, such as self-clos-
ing doors with self-latching devices, are accept-
able so long as the degree of protection afford-
ed is not less than the protection afforded by (a) 
or (b) described above. 

10. Where an aboveground pool structure is 
used as a barrier or where the barrier is mount-
ed on top of the pool structure, and the means 
of access is a ladder or steps, then (a) the ladder 
to the pool or steps should be capable of being 
secured, locked or removed to prevent access, 
or (b) the ladder or steps should be surrounded 
by a barrier which meets Section I, Paragraphs 1 
through 9. When the ladder or steps are se-
cured, locked, or removed, any opening created 
should not allow the passage of a 4-inch diame-
ter sphere.

Section II. Indoor Swimming Pool. All walls sur-
rounding an indoor swimming pool should comply 
with Section I, Paragraph 9.

Section III. Barrier Locations. Barriers should be 
located so as to prohibit permanent structures, 
equipment or similar objects from being used to 
climb the barriers.

Exemptions 
A portable spa with a safety cover which com-
plies with ASTM F1346-91 listed below should 
be exempt from the guidelines presented in this 
document. But, swimming pools, hot tubs, and 
nonportable spas with safety covers should not 
be exempt from the provisions of this document.

ASTM F1346-91. Standard Performance Specifica-
tion for Safety Covers and Labeling Requirements 
for All Covers for Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot 
Tubs

For further information, write: 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20207 www.cpsc.gov

This document is in the public domain. Therefore 
it may be reproduced, in part or in whole, without 
permission by an individual or organization. How-
ever, if it is reproduced, the Commission would 
appreciate knowing how it is used.

Write the U.S. Consumer Product  
Safety Commission, 
Office of Information and Public Affairs, 
Washington, D.C. 20207.

To report a product hazard or a product-related 
injury, write to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, Washington, D.C. 20207, or call the 
CPSC’s toll-free hotline at 1-800-638-2772 or visit 
its website at http://www.cpsc.gov.

A teletypewriter for the hearing and speaking 
impaired is available on: 1-800-638-8270.



T&D Pool & Spa Construction, Inc. 
General Warranty – 1-year full warranty on entire 
pool/spa construction, surfaces, workmanship to 
include all related components. 

Concrete pool- 25 year structural warranty 

Concrete pool finish- Florida Gem-1 year full war-
ranty, 4 remaining years which are prorated as per 
manufacturer’s warranty. 

Fiberglass spa- 2-year interior surface warranty 
and 5 year structural warranty. 

Fastlane- 2 years from date of purchase by the 
original purchaser, and which our examination shall 
disclose to our satisfaction to be thus defective. This 
warranty shall not apply to the fastlane or any part 
thereof, which has been subject to accident, neg-
ligence, freezing, improper installation, alteration, 
abuse, or misuse. This includes, but is not limited, 
to flow restrictions or obstructions on all water 
and hydraulic systems and not properly bonding 
or maintaining proper water chemistry (pH level 
must be maintained between 7.4 and 7.8 and total 
alkalinity between 80 and 120ppm.) Pools using salt 
chlorine generators require additional maintenance. 
Maintain a salt content below 4,000ppm and TDS 
with salt below 7.000ppm. Remove the fastlane 
annually, rinse with fresh water and inspect under-
water hydraulic motor and hose fittings. 

Bullfrog spas- 6 year shell, 5 year cabinet warranty, 
3 years on the equipment. 

Hayward gas heater- 3 year warranty parts & labor 

Hayward heat pumps-3 year warranty on parts & 
labor, 5 year warranty on compressor. 

Hayward (TriStar) pumps and motors- 3 year war-
ranty on parts & labor (excluding orings) 

Hayward Ecostar Variable Speed pump- 3 year 
warranty on parts & labor 

Hayward filters- 3 year warranty on parts & labor. 
**grids, cartridges are excluded for wear-only fail-
ures** 

Aqua Rite salt chlorine generator & T-cell- 3 year 
warranty on parts & labor **Sense and Dispense 
probes 1 year parts warranty only. ‘W’ labeled chlo-
rine generators are limited to a 1 year warranty. 

Accessories- remotes, base stations, actuators, 
temperature sensors, flow switches, chemistry 
probes 1-year 

Rainbow chlorinator- 1-year full warranty on parts 
only. 

Colorlogic LED lighting- 3 year warranty on parts 
and labor 

Savi lights- 3 year warranty 

Hayward Navigator pool cleaner- 2-year full war-
ranty on parts & labor excluding shoes, wings, and 
flaps after the first year. 

Caretaker in floor cleaning system- 

1. Cleaning heads-5 year, with the first 18 months 
being a full warranty and the remaining 42 months 
being prorated and excluding labor. 

2. Water valve-lifetime warranty excluding o-rings 
and screens and excluding labor after the first year. 

Tile, brick coping and grout- 1 year full warranty. 
(Excluding cleaning of grout) 

Handrails and ladders- 1 year full warranty. (Ex-
cluding cleaning. Surface rust will occur if regular 
cleaning is not performed) 

Concrete decks and lanai’s- cracks in deck may 
and will occur. We do everything possible to control 
the cracks by installing control joints or saw cuts. 
Hairline cracks are esthetically not pleasing, but 
does not cause any structural damage. The best 
way to hide a hairline crack is to use touch up paint 
and apply to crack with a q-tip. Structural cracks can 
be fixed and we will fix.  If the concrete heaves/set-
tles and opens up to more than ½” it is considered 
to be a structural crack. There is no guarantee that 
the crack will not occur again. 



Pool Care
The following list of do’s and don’ts for pool own-
ers is not a comprehensive pool care manual.  It 
is intended as a reminder of some of the rules for 
proper pool maintenance.  The list is not intend-
ed to substitute for instructions provided by the 
manufacturers and suppliers of equipment and 
chemicals. 

Care of swimming pools involves use of chemicals 
and equipment, which can be dangerous if not 
properly used and maintained.  Pool owners are 
advised to become familiar with detailed instruc-
tions for maintenance and use of pool equipment 
and chemicals provided by the manufacturers and 
suppliers.

DO:  Read and familiarize yourself with all instruc-
tional manuals provided by the builder and manu-
facturer of your swimming pool equipment.

DON’T:  Do not fail to read and familiarize your-
self with all instructional manuals provided by the 
builder and manufacturers of your swimming pool 
equipment.

DON’T: Do not allow your pool water chemistry to 
vary from the below recommended standards. 

FIBERGLASS   
Chlorine should be 1.5 in the winter and 3.0 in the 
summer.

Alkalinity 80-120 
Calcium Hardness 20-300  
Stabilizer 40-99 
PH  7.4-7.6   
 

CONCRETE  
Chlorine should be 1.5 in the winter and 3.0 in the 
summer. 
Alkalinity 80-120  
Calcium Hardness 150-350  
Stabilizer 40-99  
PH  7.4-7.6 

Water chemistry is a critiacal part of main-
taning your pool. 
 
Staining, etching and pitting of the surface, bather 
discomfort, cloudy water and algae growth are 
problems that will occur if you do not keep your 
pool water in proper chemical balance.  Keeping PH 
levels below range will result in heater leaks, light 
corrosion, etc.

DON’T:  Do not mix pool chemicals.  Noxious 
fumes and violent chemical reactions can be a 
result of mixing.

DON’T:  Do not put chemicals in the skimmer.  The 
only exception should be:  Diatomaceous Chlorine 
sticks designed specifically for use in skimmers.

DON’T:  Do not store pool chemicals in your house 
or garage.  Most are very corrosive and should be 
stored in a separate container.

DON’T:  Do not turn pool lights on if the pool water 
level is below the light.  The light is water-cooled 
and damage will occur if operated out of the water. 

DON’T:  Do not run the pump if air is returning to 
the pool.  Air and water are very abrasive and will 
cause damage to the pump.  

EXEMPTION:  When the system is first turned 
on air will vent itself.  All air should be out of the 
system within the first five minutes, if not call for 
service.

DON’T:  Do not open any components within the 
pool system while the pump is running.  Device 
like the filter, chlorinator, and separation tanks are 
under pressure.  THE LID WILL BLOW OFF!!!!!

DON’T:  Do not install a dirty ORING when re-as-
sembling any component.  A dirty ORING will cause 
leaks.

DON’T:  Do not drain your pool.  If the pool is 
emptied and ground water exists at or above the 
pool floor there is a very high possibility that the 
pool will pop up causing the pool shell and deck to 
crack.  (Have a pool professional drain your pool if 
needed)

DO:  Have your pool professionally analyzed once a 
month. 



DISTRIBUTOR:  
1. Stainless steel products SHOULD NOT be stored 
near any chlorine products. 

CONSUMER: 
1. When adding chlorine products to pool water, 
DO NOT ADD IN THE AREA OF LADDERS AND 
HANDRAILS. (Concentrated chlorine and stainless 
steel are not compatible)

2. Stainless steel handrails; goods require periodic 
maintenance in order to retain their surface bright-
ness. Polishing with a cotton cloth and a Windex 
type product restore luster. In an event of discol-
oration or rust, Bon Ami or Ajax, or equivalent, 
applied with a wet cotton cloth works well.

3. Stainless steel handrails and ladders in an in-
door pool environment require maintenance and 
cleaning more frequently because of trapped chlo-
rine vapors.  Regular protective care IS ESSENTIAL 
to keeping indoor handrail products bright. 

Inground Spa Operation Manual
Your control panel is a single switch panel. 

1. To turn the light on, push switch (button) once, 
push again to shut off. 

2. To operate pump, push once for jets, push again 
to shut off (the spa will keep running if the timer is 
automatically on while using the spa) 

3. Temperature control for the water is located on 
the heater. Dial up or down for desired tempera-
ture.

Draining Your Spa
Locate the gray three-way valve, located by the 
pump and filter.  After you have located the valve, 
loosen the nut on top and turn the valve to the off 
position.  This will stop the water from returning to 
the spa and divert it out of the blue backwash hose. 

Don’t let your pump run without water.  Don’t leave 
spa empty for extended periods of time.  This will 
keep your spa from shifting or floating (popping 
up). Water left in the spa for several weeks or 
months will discolor.  This will not hurt your spa.  

When you return, you simply have to drain and 
clean your spa.  If your trip is only for a few weeks, 
you can leave your spa running, but we suggest 
turning the temperature down or off.

Spa Care and Maintenance
1. Your spa should be cleaned at least once a year. 

2. Filter needs to be replaced every 12 months. 

3. Clean your filter once a month. 

4. In freezing weather, leave spa running to prevent 
water from freezing in the lines.

Chemicals Needed Proper Care of Spa
Bromine tablets, Stain and Scale, Water clarifier, PH 
increaser, PH decreaser, Brominating concentrate, 
Anti foam and water test strips

** All of these items can be bought at our retail 
store, T&D Patio & Pool, 391-1036, you can also 
bring a sample of your water to the store and it will 
be tested for you for FREE. 

To Start Spa
1.  Fill with water 

2. Add two tablespoons of Bromine concentrate, 
one capful of Stain and Scale and one capful of 
Water Clarifier. 

3. Leave spa running for an hour. 

4. Test PH level and adjust as necessary with PH 
increaser and decreaser. 

Weekly Maintenance 
1.  Add one tablespoon of Bromine Concentrate 
once a week as a shock, one capful of Water Clarifi-
er, one capful of Stain and Scale. 

2. Keep floater full and adjust to maintain proper 
Bromine level. 

3. Leave spa running for one hour. 

4. Test PH level and adjust as necessary with PH 
increaser or decreaser. 

5. Computer analysis should be done on your water 
monthly to maintain proper water chemistry. 



Due to Florida Statutes we as a pool building company 
are required under chapter 515 of the Florida Statutes 
to provide pool/spa owners with information pertain-
ing to drowning prevention and the responsibilities of 
pool ownership.   

• Copy of Florida Statute Chapter 515 

• 64E-21.001 Drowning Prevention Education/Pub-
lic Information Publication. 

• Safety Barrier Guidelines For Home Pools 

• APSP Entrapment Avoidance Guidelines 

• APSP Important Safety Information

• Florida Homeowners’ Construction Recovery 
Fund  Florida Statute 489.1425

Main Drain Covers have a lifetime of 7 years.  You will 
need to contact a pool company in 7 years to get your 
main drain covers replaced. We would hate to see 
anyone lose a life over not understanding pool safety.  
Please read the information provided, to prepare you 
to properly use your pool. 

Florida Homeowners’ Construction Recovery Fund

489.1425 Duty of contractor to notify residential prop-
erty owner of recovery fund.— 

(1) Any agreement or contract for repair, restoration, 
improvement, or construction to residential real proper-
ty must contain a written statement explaining the con-
sumer’s rights under the recovery fund, except where 
the value of all labor and materials does not exceed 
$2,500. The written statement must be substantially in 
the following form:

FLORIDA HOMEOWNERS’ CONSTRUCTION RECOVERY FUND 

PAYMENT MAY BE AVAILABLE FROM THE FLORIDA HOMEOWNERS’ CONSTRUCTION RECOV-
ERY FUND IF YOU LOSE MONEY ON A PROJECT PERFORMED UNDER CONTRACT, WHERE THE 
LOSS RESULTS FROM SPECIFIED VIOLATIONS OF FLORIDA LAW BY A LICENSED CONTRACTOR. 
FOR INFORMATION ABOUT THE RECOVERY FUND AND FILING A CLAIM, CONTACT THE 
FLORIDA CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY LICENSING BOARD AT THE FOLLOWING TELEPHONE 
NUMBER AND ADDRESS:

The statement shall be immediately followed by the 
board’s address and telephone number as established 
by board rule. 

T&D Pool and Spa Construction  
Paver Disclaimer
We are happy that you chose to install pavers on your new deck!

There are a few things we want you to know about pavers.

When pavers are cut to be installed there will be occasional chips in the pavers.  This happens more often 
on radius cuts. Pavers will not have perfect clean cuts like tile.

Pavers do have discoloration.

Pavers need to be re-sanded and re-sealed every couple of years as the sealer we install will wear off.

Pavers occasionally will be a little different on the thickness.  This is due to different molds.  We will do our 
best to ensure they are flush with each other.

When sealing the pavers for the first time they will be shiny, as the sealer pulls the color out.  The shine will 
were off, however this does not mean it’s time to re-seal.  When the water starts to soak into the paver is 
when it’s time to re-seal.

Putting too much sealer on the pavers will make the pavers slippery and also may trap moisture under 
the pavers which could create white cloudiness under the sealer. This is called effervescence.  This is a gas 
which is trying to escape the paver after the manufacturing process.



(2)(a) Upon finding a first violation of subsection (1), the 
board may fine the contractor up to $500, and the mon-
eys must be deposited into the recovery fund. 

(b) Upon finding a second or subsequent violation of 
subsection (1), the board shall fine the contractor $1,000 
per violation, and the moneys must be deposited into the 
recovery fund.

Residential Swimming Pool Safety Act. 
515.23 Legislative findings and intent,-- The Legislative 
finds that drowning is the leasing cause of death of young 
children in the state and is also a significant cause of 
death for medically frail elderly persons in this state, that 
constant adult supervision is the key to accomplishing 
the objective of reducing the number of submersion 
incidents, and that when lapses in supervision occur a 
pool safety feature designed to deny, delay, or detect 
unsupervised entry to the swimming pool, spa, or hot 
tub will reduce drowning and near drowning incidents.  In 
addition to the incalculable human cost of these sub-
mersion incidents, the health care costs, loss of lifetime 
productivity, and legal and administrative expenses 
associated with drowning of young children and medically 
frail elderly persons in this state each year and the life-
time costs for the care and treatment of young children 
who have suffered brain disability due to near-drowning 
incidents each year are enormous.  Therefore, it is the 
intent of the Legislature that all new residential swim-
ming pools, spas, and hot tubs be equipped with at least 
one pool safety feature as specified in this chapter.  It is 
also the intent of the Legislature that the Department of 
Health be responsible for producing its own or adopting 
a nationally recognized publication that provides the 
public with information on drowning prevention and the 
responsibilities of pool ownership and also for developing 
its own or adopting a nationally recognized drowning pre-
vention education program for the public and for persons 
violating the pool safety requirements of this chapter.   

Drowning prevention education program;  
public information publication.- 

(2) The department shall also produce, for distribution 
to the public at no charge, a publication that provides 

information on drowning prevention and the respon-
sibilities of pool ownership.  The department, in lieu of 
developing its own publication, may adopt a nationally 
recognized drowning prevention and responsibilities of 
pool ownership publication, as provided in rule of the 
department. 

Information required to be furnished to buyers.—A li-
censed pool contractor, on entering into an agreement 
with a buyer to build a residential swimming pool, 
or a licensed home builder or developer, on entering 
into an agreement with a buyer to build a house that 
includes a residential swimming pool, must give the 
buyer a document containing the requirements of this 
chapter and a copy of the publication produced by the 
department under s. 515.31 that provides information 
on drowning prevention and the responsibilities of 
pool ownership.

64E-21.001 Drowning Prevention  
Education/Public Information Publication. 

The educational program required in Section 515.31, 
F.S., shall be the 1995 American Red Cross Community 
Water Safety Course which is incorporated by refer-
ence and available at a cost from the American Red 
Cross Chapter located within any Florida County. 

Information on drowning prevention and responsibil-
ities of pool ownership in contained in the 1994 U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission publication 
Number 362, Safety Barrier Guidelines for Home Pools 
which is incorporated by reference and available at no 
charge from the Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion, Washington, D.C. 20207. 

In accordance with Section 515.33, F.S., the document 
containing the requirements of this chapter shall be 
Sections 515.21 through 515.37, F.S., 2000, which are 
incorporated by reference and available at a cost from 
the Law Book Services Office, Room 612, 111 West 
Madison Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-140.








